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There is always joy on earth and in heaven over the conversion of unbelievers, but there is also grief over the 
follies and infirmities of believers. You do not have any other man described in the Word of God just like this man 
Jonah. 

 Running away from God 
 Running to God 
 Running with God 
 Running ahead of God 

With temper, he is peevish and provoking to God. 
In Chapter 1, he is fleeing from God – NOW he is flying in the Face of God. 
In Chapter 4, we now see Jonah’s perverseness and God’s patience.  We see Jonah’s up-tightness and God’s 
tenderness.  We see Jonah’s guile and God’s gentleness. 

Check this outline:  
1. Jonah 4:1-3 Jonah’s repining (discontent, complaining, anger, fretful) at God’s mercy to Nineveh. 
2. Jonah 4:4 God’s gentle reproof 
3. Jonah 4:5-9 Jonah’s discontent at the withering of the gourd – His justification of that discontent. 
4. Jonah 4:10, 11 God says:  “you ought not to be angry at the sparing of Nineveh”. 

Now notice some details: 
Jonah 4:1 “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry”. 

 Believers attitudes can really change 
 Jonah’s did 
 Just because you have deep humility one day is no certainty that you will not be arrogant and haughty 

tomorrow. 
Jonah is actually quarreling with God for his mercy to Nineveh.  Is it possible that Jonah is happy to present the 
message of God’s wrath upon these people, but then sorrowful when they are repentant!? 
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Jonah Chapter 4 (Continued) 
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Note: Jonah grudged them the mercy they found! Jonah is wrong! 
This says: 

1. That Jonah has little government (authority) over himself, “no rule over his spirit” to be angry – to be 
displeased.  Without stability, when victory arrives the soul lays bare to temptation and snare. 

2. That Jonah has little reverence for God.  Whatever pleases God should please us! What God did here 
displeased Jonah. 

3. That Jonah had little affection for the Nivevites.  Their acceptance of Grace and their reception into 
divine favor made Jonah mad!  This is absurd and unreasonable – but it has to be the reason Jonah did 
not want to go to Nineveh in the first place! 
Remember: the Scribes and the Pharisees murmured at our Savior because he entertained publicans and 
sinners.  “Is Jonah’s eye evil because God is good?” 

4. Jonah was jealous for the honor of his country – the repentance and reformation of Nineveh shamed the 
obstinacy of Israel that would not repent.  The Jewish nation said NO to God – The Gentiles are saying 
YES to God.  When the message began to break through into the mind of St. Peter that he should make 
no difference between Jew and Gentile – he said:  "not so Lord”.  That is precisely what Jonah is now 
saying, “NOT SO LORD!” JONAH HAD A ‘ZEAL FOR GOD (as the God of Israel in a particular manner). “BUT 
NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE”.  Many are displeased with God under pretense of concern for God’s 
glory”. 

5. Jonah was jealous for his own honor, fearing lest if Nineveh was not destroyed within 40 days, he would 
be considered a false prophet.  Jonah was afraid of being stigmatized.  This fear was unnecessary since 
God had given the command and God was totally in charge. It has been said that melancholy men are 
apt to make themselves uneasy by fancying evils to themselves that are not, nor are ever likely to be.  
Most of our frets, as well as our frights, are owing to the power of imagination.  
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