Ordinary and Extraordinary Moments

In our study of the “Life of Christ,” I became very much aware that we saw/learned/heard/ and vicariously-experienced these spectacular events in the Life of Jesus Christ.  There was detailed explanation of His unique birth, the trip to the temple on Passover, His unique baptism, selection of disciples and ministry in the different provinces of Israel – Judea, Galilee, and other local regions.  His miracles were the huge drawing cord and we could actually see and understand the spectacular!!! 

However, because of my recognition of “ordinary” things in my own daily life, I began to wonder what Jesus did in His “ordinary” life when those spectacular occasions were NOT in play.   In, retrospectively, looking at my own life, I realized how much time was spent in things like washing my face, taking a bath, putting in contacts, gathering dirty clothes for the washing machine, folding clothes, preparing a grocery list, grocery shopping, writing letters, talking on the phone, mopping the floors, vacuuming and cleaning the house, dusting - -- on and on we could go with the Ordinary, normal, mundane, usual, simple, daily responsibilities.  Now, the question came: “Was Jesus’ life so different?  After all, we only hear about the “relatable” things. 

Then, it dawned on me that WHILE doing these mundane things, we must realize that this “everyday stuff” is really part of “living,” and really more than just existing.  IF, while doing these ordinary things, we stay in Fellowship with the Lord, THEN AND RIGHT THEN is when the EXTRAORDINARY, Fabulous, Energizing, Exuberant moments, events, miracles, circumstances have a venue to unfold!

Yes, life certainly is mostly a performance of the Ordinary and sure enough, what we do when we are alone is what really shows what we are like.  No, it’s not showy, nor outwardly spectacular, but it’s the “slow–and-steady-wins-the-race” type thinking.  It’s kind of like we must “do the ordinary/usual” while in fellowship and the “extraordinary” will spout forth.

We are told that Jesus went into the desert 40 days before He began His public ministry.  We know He studied, prayed, and lived ordinary life, but without food – because He had a really strong ability to concentrate and focus.  We know that the devil came to tempt Him while in a weakened condition.  What we know is He didn’t have food, but we do not have record of  how His time was spent, like: taking care of hygiene, washing His clothes, changing clothes, etc.

The point is, God is Lord of the Ordinary Life, which includes time, ie. days, hours, minutes, seconds. This life is as unique to each of us, based on upbringing, personality, work habits formed and our genetic differences.  However,  there is a central “plainness” to everyone’s life.  This is where the step-by-step “walking” is the key.  Just keep walking – doing the mundane, simple, ordinary things.  This one-step-at-a-time denotes a moment of regaining balance.  The idea of a foot being raised at a moment between steps denoting a vulnerable spot where one could fall.  So, keeping balance is like staying in fellowship, and the way is clear for ordinary to become EXTRAORDINARY.  

After a person believes in the Lord Jesus Christ for Salvation, that person has God’s Imputed Righteousness within him.  This doesn’t make the person Righteous, but it DOES give that person a NEW BIRTH and the potential for a NEW PERSPECTIVE.  The challenge to us – on a daily basis is this: Actually LIVE in the moment of the ORDINARY and YOU WILL, without question, discover what EXTRAORDINARY awaits you!
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