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God deals personally with us. 

Jonah 4:5 (read) – Jonah persists here in his discontent.  While out of humor, he went out of the city to wait for 
God to bring the downfall on the city.  We can certainly believe that the people who accept the message also 
accept the messenger, and desire to be gracious and kind to him.  But HE WILL NOT ACCEPT THEIR KINDNESS!  He 
sits alone!  He sits in silence!  The 40 days are expiring, or had just expired, and Jonah hoped that if Nineveh was 
not overthrown, there would still be some expression of judgment sufficient to save his credit.  Those who have 
uneasy spirits often times create for themselves uneasy inconveniences.  Lest the house fall upon his own head – 
he makes for himself a booth of the branches of the trees, exposing himself to the winds and rains. 

Bad decisions always expose a person to the worst of circumstances.  
 Jonah is in a huff, and he is pouting. 
 Jonah did not believe that Nineveh would stick by their decisions. 
 He still believes that the judgment of God would fall on them.  

Jonah 4:5 says “he went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat 
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would come of the city.” 

Jonah 4:6  “And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow 
over his head, to deliver him from his grief.  So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.” 

What do we see here? 
 Jonah is sitting in his booth, fretting at the cold of the night and the heat of the day. 
 He (Jonah) created his own problem-but God is still a concerned Father. 
 God could have said: “It is your own choice – your own doing; make the best of it.”  But – God did not do 

that! 
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“He prepared a gourd, a plant with broad leaves, and full of them – that suddenly grew up and covered his hut or 
booth, so as to keep off much of the injury of the cold and heat.” 

Note: The gourd was prepared – just like God prepared the fish. 

Note: Again – “A shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief.”  Jonah is foolish and forward – yet God 
cares!  GOD PREPARED THE FISH TO PROTECT HIM FROM THE INJURY OF THE WATER. GOD PREPARED THE GREAT 
GOURD TO PROTECT HIM FROM THE INJURIES OF THE CUTTING WINDS AND BLISTERING SUN. 

Please remember: GOD IS IN CHARGE!  He can use little creatures or great plagues, like flies and lice were to 
Pharaoh.  He can put a gourd in the right place and at the right time, for protection as to Jonah.  This verse tells us 
that “Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.”  Jonah had a great imagination and became enamored by this little 
green gourd.  He was proud of it – glad for it; he viewed it with delight. 

 Jonah had no real friends. 
 He does not like the Ninevites. 
 He does not care to visit with anyone in the city. 
 So he got all carried away with this little plant. 

Insecure, unstable people will allow a trifle that crosses to knock them down – but are apt to be lifted up by a 
trifle that pleases them.  Always remember – CREATURE COMFORTS, EARTHLY COMFORTS, AND MATERIAL 
COMFORTS, HOWEVER LARGE OR SMALL, ARE NOT LASTING!  Let’s enjoy them and be thankful for them – but not 
“EXCEEDINGLY GLAD”, because it is our Lord alone who makes us “EXCEEDINLY GLAD”.  When we put our trust 
and confidence in creature comforts, earthly things – they will vanish!  

GOD PREPARED THE FISH, THE GOURD AND THE WORM – these were just as miraculous as the fish! 
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