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Read II Corinthians 8:9 

BEING RICH  •  BECAME POOR  •  THAT YOU MIGHT BE RICH 

I. BEING RICH  

1. His Wealth was infinite – Possessor of heaven and earth (Jn. 1:3 – “All things were  made by Him, 
and without Him was not anything made that was made”;  Col.1:16) 

2. Rich, because as the Son of the eternal Father He was heir of all things (Col. 1:15 – “He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.”) 

3. Rich because of a prior claim: “The gold is mine, and the silver, and the cattle on a thousand hills”.  
He thrust a million worlds out into infinite space. 

4. Rich in glory.  All the hosts of heaven worshipped and sang before Him praises. 

5. Rich in power and authority (Alpha and Omega). 

II. BECAME POOR (IMPOVERISHED HIMSELF) 

1. Consider those words: Disrobed Himself of GLORY; He covered Himself with the flesh of our 
humanity. 

2. Became poor in every sense of the word. Go with me to that home in which he was born-among 
the poorest in Galilee. Not a bed to rest on but instead a stable made for the animals, laid in a 
manger, reared in a poor community, the despised city of Nazareth. 

3. Poor all the days of his earthly ministry, “The foxes have holes, and the fowls of the air have their 
nests, but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head” – Matt. 8:20. 

4. His disciples were also poor.  See them wander through the fields plucking ears of corn for 
sustenance. 

5. The rich of his day had little to do with Him.  Accused, he faced the fact that no one seemed to 
care.  He became a poor, bedraggled, lonely, unwelcome, unwanted man, forsaken.  When he 
died, he was placed in another man’s grave. 

6. We cannot imagine his agony, physically and spiritually. 
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7. In the garden of Gethsemane, alone “in agony, He sweat, as it were great drops of blood.”   He said 
“My God, My God…” – Matt. 27:46 

8. 700 years before, the Prophet Isaiah beheld His great poverty: “He is despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with Grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him; He 
was despised; and we esteemed him not, surely he hath borne our grief, and carried our sorrows” 
(Isa. 53:3, 4). 

III. THAT WE MIGHT BE RICH 

1. Why did he choose to become poor? Paul said it beautifully: “He became poor, that through his 
poverty we might be rich”.  It is GRACE all the way.  His humiliation, poverty, physically and 
spiritually, were all for us. 

2. He laid aside His glory in order that we might enter therein. 

3. He gave up all, that we might receive all. 

4. He became friendless that He might show Himself a friend to sinners. 

5. He walked a lonely path in order that we might find the road to righteousness. 

6. He was willing that all men forsake Him that we might have fellowship with Him. 

7. He walked up Golgotha’s brow that we might tread the streets of gold. 

8. He wore a crown of thorns that we might wear a crown of glory. 

9. He wore a purple robe that we might be clothed with the robe of spotless purity. 

10. He entered into death that we might enter into life. 

11. He was placed in the grave and came forth victoriously that we might know the glory of 
resurrected life. 

12. “He was made sin for us who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” 

13. The phrase “…for your sakes…” in II Cor. 8:9 spells the secret of His tremendous love and Grace. 
“But commendeth His Love towards us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”          
– Rom. 5:8 
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